
   
   

   
   

Divisions affected: Jericho and Osney  

 

CABINET MEMBER FOR HIGHWAY MANAGEMENT – 20 JULY 2023 
 

OXFORD: GEORGE STREET – PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO 
WAITING RESTRICTIONS AT LOADING BAYS 

 
Report by Corporate Director, Environment and Place 

 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

1. The Cabinet Member for Highway Management is RECOMMENDED to 
approve the proposed amendments to waiting restrictions at the loading bays 
at George Street Oxford:  

 
 

Executive summary 

 

2. This report presents responses received during the statutory consultation on a 

proposal to amend the waiting restrictions at the loading bays on George Street 
address problems of parking within the loading bays outside the times that 

these bays operate, due to the current arrangement of road markings frustrating 
the effective enforcement of the provisions of the current order which imposes 
no waiting at any time, with only loading being permitted in the designated bays 

operate between 6pm and 10am on all days. To address this, the no waiting at 
any time restriction will be replaced by a no waiting restriction between 10am 

and 6pm on all days and a single yellow line placed within the current loading 
bays together with amended signing. 

 

 

Sustainability Implications 
 

3. The proposals should facilitate public transport and cycling by removing 
obstructions caused by the current day time parking.   
 
 

Financial and Staff Implications (including Revenue) 
 

4. Funding for consultation on the proposal and its implementation if approved will 
be met from the County Council’s  Accessibility and Road Safety programme.  

 

 

Equality and Inclusion Implications 
 

5. No disability or inclusion issues have been identified. 
 

 



            
     
 

Formal Consultation  
 

6. The formal consultation on the proposals was carried out between 25 May 
and   16 June 2023. A notice was published in the Oxford Times newspaper 

and an email sent to statutory consultees & key-stakeholders, including 
Thames Valley Police, the Fire & Rescue Service, Ambulance service, Bus 

operators, countywide transport, access & disabled peoples user groups, 
pedestrian & cycle groups, local business groups, Oxford City Council, the 
local City Cllrs, and the local County Councillor representing the Jericho & 

Osney division.  
 

7. Additionally, street notices were placed on site in the immediate vicinity, and 
letters sent directly to approximately 185 properties in the area. 
 

8. Six responses were received during the formal consultation period, comprising 
of: two objections, two with concerns, one in support, and one non-objection. 

 
9. The responses are shown at Annex 1, and copies of the original responses are 

available for County Councillors on request. 

 

 
Officer response to objections/concerns  
 

10. Thames Valley Police expressed no objection to the proposals. 
 

11.  Two objections were and one expression of concern were received from 

businesses in the street, citing concerns the proposals would have no effect 
that a wider review of the operation of George Street was required; a response 

was also received from a member of the public expressing the same views. 
 

12. While acknowledging that a broader review of the use of George Street is 

merited, this is outside the scope of this very specific proposal that will enable 
the effective enforcement of the daytime parking in the loading bays which has 

never been an intended use of these bays. 
 

13. One expression of support was received from the Oxford Bus Company.   

 
 

Bill Cotton 
Corporate Director, Environment and Place 
 

 

Annexes Annex 1: Consultation responses 

  
   
Contact Officers:  Anthony Kirkwood 07392 318871     
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ANNEX 1 
 

RESPONDENT COMMENTS 

(1) Traffic Management 
Officer, (Thames Valley 
Police) 

No objection  

(2) Local business, 
(Oxford, George Street) 

 
Object - this will not help the street in any way. It will also not help the abuse of the loading bays 
 

(3) Local Resident, 
(Wheatley, Ochre Close) 

 
Object - It will not change anything, need a proper conversation about George street  

 

(4) Oxford Bus Company  

 
Support - Will make progress better for buses and hopefully speed up journey times  

 

(5) Local business, 
(Oxford, George Street) 

 
Concerns - People already ignore the signs already here, what good is one more going to do? 

 

(6) Local business, 
(Oxford, George Street) 

 
Concerns - These changes will make no difference. Conversations need to take place regarding George Street and 

the traffic flow 
 

 


